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A STORY OF TWO BITS,

Captain , A, Curtie, 17, 8. A,, in 8. Nicholas
Jor Novomber,
I
T MAKE IS ACQUAISTANCE,

T was noting-quartermaster of a command
poniposed of two companies, which gar-
rsonod o long fort noar Proscott, Arlzonn,
fduring the years 1504 and 1805, The fort wis
an Inclosnre of some three hundred feot
squars, bult of thick pine logs, set up ver-
tieally In tha ground,” with regular block-
honuse bastions, of the colonial period, at
dingonal corners; nnd 1t had hugo gates of
hewn titnbor that swung ponderously on
hugo lron hinges. The fort stood on o slight
elovation  overlooking the post oorral, a
structure bollt of the same mitorinl and in
the samo general manper a8 the fort, but in-
oloslug n much larger space. In the corral
were gathored nightly the horses of the
envalry troop, tha horses and mules of the
quartermaster, and the 800 head of cattle
and 1,000 sheep of the commissary,

The presence of these aulinals grearing
through the days on the hill-sides and plains
about our resorvation was a specinl and
alluring  twmptation to the marauding
Apaches nnd Navajos, and frequent chases
and slirmishes wore necessary Lo protect our
slock.

The parrison conssted of one company
of regular infantry and one Ltroop of Now
Mexicnn volunteer cavalry, The men com-
posing the troop were, witha fow exceptions,
Mexicons, spealting the Spanish Innguage,
und using tneties transluted into that tongue.

The troop had arcived i Januoarey, after n
long and fatiguing march of 500 miles, abd
two days aftor their armival their captain
had turned over to pio sixteon brakon.down,
siok und genornlly decrepit horses.  Accord-
Lo custow in snch enses, | receipted for them,
and In due time ordered them sold at vublic
uuotion to thie highest pidder,

Onthe morning of the day appointed for the
sale w tuke place, the fifer of the infantry
compiny, n neat Irish soldier, known dumong
hia comrides as Joo Cain, who acted as my
wttendant and o genoral guardin of my be-
longings, paused in the doorway, and, raising
s Fight hand to his eap-visor, asked If he
Sgould spake ' the llunent?!  As 1 nodded,
he askod:

“Woanld the liftinent like to buy a fine
horae!"

UNo, Caln, I have no use for two horses
an I ean not afford the expense of another.”

“But you can buy this ono for little or
nothing, sor,"

HHow mueh !

SIf the Lltinent will let mo have fivae dol-
Inra, 'l buy him the bist horse in the post,™

“'I'hie best horse In the post for five dollars !
What kind of nonsense are vou talking,
Calp!” und I turned to some papers on the
wble which demanded my signature.  But

CQalk logered o tho doorway at a respeotfol
Sattention,! and when Lsigoed the last paper
his hand went up sgnin to bis visor and re-
mnned there until 1 suédg

SWall, what more have yoa th gpy 1"

I the Hftinent will buy the borse § spalce
of, he will never repint of his barewin,  've
known e baste for tin yeoars, sor —{rom e
time 1 jJiued as o wmusic b'y av Fort Craig,
sor, '

“He must e sn exceedingly old horse,
then,’t 1 saud

“INobody knows his age, sor; he's o vit-
oran ; but he's ading horse all she same, sor,™

“Hut I do not nesd nnothar horse for my
duties, Cam, s I told you just now: and I
should huve to buy his hoy and grain, and
Lthat s an expense I do not care 1o e put to,
with no prospect for a profitablo rotuen.*

“ihere need be no expinse, sor, Thoro is
& sorplus of fornge in the corral, and the for-
agemantarll let me have all ' wantin® af
the LUftinent will jist give hitn the laste bit ef
u hipt,"

Moreto please a valued and trustworthy
attendent than with any hopoe of secaring o
good horse, | gave Cain the desired five dol-
tars, 1 learncd o further coavorsiation, thit
the wonderful stecd he proposed to buy for
e was one of the lot o be sold at puction,

I didl not wttend the sale of the sixtecn
horses, [ simply noticed that the government
money account had jocroasea seventy-five
dollurs by the auction, showing plainly
enough that the valus of the whole number
wis a little less than five dollars oach. A
whole month had passed, and 1 had entirely
forgotten that I had given Cain flve dollars
for the purchase of o horse, when one day,
88 | nguin sat writlng in my ropm, | beura
the rupid clatter of hoofs approaching, and
presently noticed that n horse had stopped
outside. 1 steppea to the door and {ounad
Joe Caln awoiting my arrival, holding hy the
halter strap a fine, large bay horse, in good
flesh, us smooth as satin, and bright-oyed ns
aeolt,  “Will the liltinent pluaze coms oot
and wspiet His horao ! anid Calog aad thea
he led him ont on exhibition, 1 was pleasid
1o find that the horse, while in no wise ra.
markable, showed many good points. In fuet,
LHO Bunial Was & greal surprise 1o me, |
sat down on o log that hud been rejected in
the budlding of tho fort, und looked loog at
the metamorphosed eronturo Lofore 1 spolio.

“So that 1s the lorse you bought for five
dollars, is it Cain "' 1 began,

“Fomr dollars and forty cints, sor, 1
bought the halter with the sixty cints that
was lift, sor,”

“Hut | don't see how such a horse can be
had for that money. And this is really one
of those misorable hacks wo sold at sue-
tion "

“Not a bit else, sor,” said the dellghted
Caiu, his fave in a glow from the pleasure he
was deriving from my wenderment and evi-
dent approval of the result of his veoture,

“Has ho n name,” | usked,

HiTwo-Lits,' sor.”

“Two-Bita'—twenty-filve conls!—how did
he get that name, Caini”
m;'}lu won it ot Fort Uraig, sor, in a race in

[N

In unswer to other questuions and after
soma irrelevant tallk, Cain, having tled the
horse 10 a tree, walked slowly backward
aud  forwiard before me and  procecded
e give the histwry of the horse
50 fur a8 he luew i, and his reuspns
for askiog mo to wake the purchase, When
he weunt into the corrat one day be sald e
saw ono of the stable men kicking and beat.
Ing an old stead to mwake him rise to his feet,
I'he nolmal made ropeated efforts to stand,
but eéach tima fell back through wonkoess,
Cain approgehoed, aud by cortoin saddle
ourks nod & pecullor star in the forohed,
rocognized an old awquaintance, He eveu
ipsisted thut the old horse knew him,  From
some knowledge of horses, plokod up in o
stable during o wandering life before he on-
listed, tho soldier perceived, after o careful
exuminution, that the Lorse wis not permun
nently disabled, but smoply suffering from
fll-treatment and neglect,  Ho bogan his
vire of tho beast ut once, und us soon us tho
nuction was ordered bo determiood to usk me
to buy him,

The first knowledge Cain had of Two-Bits
Was thiat the bhorse belonged o the Mounted
Julles und was with them sy Fort Craog in
New Mexico, In 1858, On the 4th of July of
thae yoar, the oflcers of the fort and tho
clviliaus of the neighboring ranches got up
a horse race by way of celebratiog the day.
The raves wero o be, one for American
horses over an 500 yards stralghtaway
course, uud one for broncos, over o course of
S0 yards, On the day before the race the
first sergoant of the rifles walted upon s
lleutenunt of the regiment aud  requested
him Lo soter o “company bhorse''—one
which bad been assigned a8 o mount to one
of thele number, T'ho roquest was granted,
All the horses were to be ridden by solaiers,

At two o'¢look on the afternoon of the 4th
the borses woere assoinbled av the course to
the wost of the fort, Two lits belog pressnt
und mounted by the boy ffer, Joo Caln, of
the infuntey, 'Che ofMcers wulked wround
the ‘*“‘cowmpuny horse” with oconmidoeruble
curiosity, commeuting on s sppearance,
und wondering bow, if ho vossessed any
worits, be hnd escuped their notice up to this
time. Captain Tilford secmed 1o express the

eral sentiment of the ofeers, at Lhe con-
clusion of the luspection, when he said, “I
would not give two bils for thst horse's
chance of winning the prize.!

The reco came off, and the carefully
groomed sud gayly caparisoned horses of the
oficors uod clvillansand the plainly equipped
fuvorite of the soldiers burst down the Lruck
inline, to arrive scattered and blown at the
woul, with the despised "mmlpan,y horse’ some
throo lengths shead, . And from that day the
viotor was kpown as “T'wo-Bis, "

With the breakiog out of the olvil war all
ounted ments were made cavalry. This
wipod out of existence the two dragoon i=
ments und the rifle regimont, the luttor belong
rechristoned the Third cavalry, snd ordered
from Now Mexico o the cast, for service
the fleld. Thoir horses wero left bohind,

turted over to the New Moxiwo volun-
cavalry, | wo-Hils was asslgued o Lhe
w wis theu b part of garrisou

of Fort Whipple, In she march from tha
valloy of the RRio Grandd o the vu!le{ of tha
Rio Colorado he had sucontmbed to Mexioan
negloct and abuse, snd fallen aviotim to
linrd usage. Andso, Ly B mars chnuce, the
meeting took place botween the volerin
steed and his tormer jookey of the Fort
Cralg race. Cain had  rocognized his old
friend of flve years bofore, and Knowing that
he would not bs allowed to own a horse, he
did the next boat thing—made wa Hia owner,
which guve him the enre of the animal, ana
friquent opportutities to tuke hin out for an
niring. .

From thia time on, [ had many long rides
on Two-13its, in the way of tiresidme pursuil
of the Tadians, who never noglocted to take
advantage of the unprotected state ol the
territory. I becnme very muoch nttached to
tho horse and eved took painsto win n piace
in his affections, often beng muael surprised
at his wondorful Intelligence nod almost
noman discernment. He would never desert
his rider in 0 place of danger, Ho mattor
what the temptution.  Threes ar four times
whon taking him out for exercise, Cain had
I!K‘Il'rl'mllll!'.‘lf for some parpose and Two-15its
hnd hinmeadiately kicked up his boeels like n
colt and trotted buck to his stall in the cor-
ral.* DButonce ot & good distance from the
o8t or train, or in aositoation of dangoer, and
1o would stay by hin rlder when free to o,
This statoment may appoar doubtful to
moany, but every man who was stationad
at Fory Whipple doring the time thit
Two-Bits occupled a stull thors, believed
more than [ bhave stated, Two instances,
which 1 will rolute, so impressed meo
thiut [ oan hinve but one opinion of this noble
old horse, Oncee, whon [ had ridden down
the valley of tho Rilo Verde, somo thirty
milea from the fort on a sollatnry Hshing ex-
cursion, I strolled nlong its bianks for several
hours, standing by pools sod handling a rod,
while & carbine rested in my left eloow and
two revplvors hung at my walst. 1 looked
over my showlder mors frequently for In-
dinns than tne fish favored wio with bitos,
Suddenly Two-Bits who had been grazing
close by, unpickoted, came trotting down Lo
we in considorable exeitement, Without
stopping to ingaire the eause 1 aropped fsn-
ing-tackle ang basket, mounted and rode te
an eminence, from which I saw on the oppo-
wite side of the stroam hall o mile away, u
purty of mounted Apaches who had not beon
visible from my fishing place beocause of n
fringe of willows, As soon ns they discov-
orad me they whooped and gave chuse; but
the long legs of Two-Bits made nothing of
running wway from them, and 1 was soon far
beyond their renoh,

The second incident ocenrred when I was
roturning from o visit of inspection to a hay
camp ten mites from tho post, 1 was riding
ot o walk along a tevel rond, which was
skirred on my left by tnick sage-brush, My
1oft foot wes out of the stirrup. A sudden
shot feom cover cut my coat collar and
cuused the horse to  jump suddenly to the
plght,  Ilavieg o suppert on my left, and
peing taken off my guasd, [ topped from the
snddle and fell to the ground. but fortun-
ntely landed on my feet and facing the nm-
buscade, so I guickiy coverad the spot with
my rifle,  Pwo-13its did not stir afier 1 foll,
and 1 walked buckwards around to his right
gide, aud mounted o reverse of custow, still
covering the possible onomy, and rode away,
first nlowly und then wt o run, untii bayond
rifle-range.  Then 1 saw three Apaches rise
fom the brush

Agiin, when Lieutonont R— nnd mysell
with ten men, had been four days In pur-
suit of w band of Todinns that had von off the
stock from o neigliboring ranche, we found
oncof our meén annblo to sit in his saadle
from wounds, We removaod the snddle from
his horse and bound Lim st length slong the
back, and did our best o make him as com-
fortuble na possivble.  Ho rode nlong quictly
fur some tHme, and  then asked o be pat op
Twoe-l3its,  Afwer this, the horas was L
greater fuvorite than over with the men.
Not one of giur party could have been made
to bellove thut Two-Bits did not uoderstand
the necessity of treading gently with s
sensitive burden; and 1 most admit that
whon our road lay down some bpwldoer-
strowh declivivy, thae horso seemed carefnl w0
select the places for his feet, and cortainly
wish todiously slow. I confoss | am of the
opimon of tho men; I believe the horse fully
undoeratood the condition of  his chuvge, and
the necessity of going slowly and  gently 1n
rough pluces.  Tho mun reached tho post
hospital in safety, and recovarad; and from
the day of his recovery ‘I'wo-'3its had
nnother devoted fricud sud guarniay,

M8 BECOND MACE,

As the Fourtn of July 1865, upproached, in
the doarth of otier waterial and tho abund-
nuce of horses, the citizens of Prescott de-
termined to offor o series of  horse und pony
races as attractions, and thore was ab onco
considerable exaitement in horse cireles in
consequence, Oftlcers of the garrison canght
the excltement, and vied with the ranchmen
and miners, and began looking over their
favorites with 4 view to capturing the va-
riousg bLridles, saddles, ete., offercd as
prizes,

Oue race was to be for American horses
ouly, thus name being used to distinguish
the cavalry horses and those brought from
the cast, Trom the mustangs, Texus ponies,
aud bronchos,  The galt for all horses was
Lo be @ run, under the suddle, over distances
ranging from five huadred to elzght huadred
Jiurds, secording to whether the contestants
belongoed to one or the other of tho classes
tesutioned —=the longer distance belong for the
fHinnevican horses,

4 Tew anys after the conditions of the race
wiira published, Cain proposed that I should
enter Two-Bits for the cight hundred yard
race, nssuring me that if I would do so I was
sure to win the prize.  But 1 poob-poolied
the suggestion at once, and even ridiculed
Cain for his folly io imagining for a momeny
thot Two-3its coula compete With such
slecds us were already enwered, I soon founad
that I had plunged the ambitious fifer into
the depths of despair.  For several davs ho
moped nbouv his duties in n
silent and dejected mupooer, until bis evident
misery aroused my compassion. S0 one
morning, after he nad completed the bouse-
waork of my quarters, I asied him Lo remuin
o few moments, and then referred to tho
supject, which [ knew hod full possession of
his thoughts, with the guestion :

“You do nut suppose, Caln, that so old a
horsa ns Two-its would stand uny ¢chance in
this raeel

“He would, jist, sor!" be nnsgwered with
cmphasis,

“j4ut he is very old, Caln,
twenty, ot the very least,”

*Y'is, sor, aud he grows faster as he grows
older, sor."

Evideotly there was no use in arguing
agninst Uwo Bits, with o person 8o preju-
diced us Caln, but I continued :

“Your love for your old favorite, Cain,
misleads you us to his capabllities, 1 know
him to be casy and free under the saddle,
and the best horso=1 ever rode, but it is not
reasonsble to expoct bim, at his age, Lo beat
young horses, after all the ill-treatment he
has undergone,*

“] wish the liftinent would Jist give mo the
theiul of nim, thut's all, There's not a basto
in these parts can bate him,”

“But you nré nov reasonahle about this,
Cain. Hecause Two-ldits won o race fivo
years ago, it does not follow that he can do
s0 now. ‘Thoro is that Hoe bliok of King
Woolsey's—what possible chance I8 tbhere
thut noy horse in Arizoun cun take the lend
of him:"

“Thot's Jist it, sor. Tha consate of that
man Woolsey nades & rebuke, sor. ‘'wo-Hits
can give bim one, ssy. I know the bhorse,
sur, If the liftweot will pardon an ould
soldier for makin' so bold as to sit up un
opinlon sgtlust s, 1 beg lave to remoind
him that I have rode the winulug horse at
miny & race lu the puld country and in this,
nud while I'm free to admiv that Two Hita
dous not nquel the racin’ stock o' the guality
wnd gintey, no is far beyaot suoything this
side o' the wather,'! )

“Well, Cain, leave me now to conslder the
master, and call agaln o an hoar,"

Left alone, 1 was not long
lng w the conclusion that
soldier should be indulged lu his wish
w enter Two-ldits  for the race. Ace-
cordingly, when the fifter returned for wy
decisloy, 1 sald:

1 oam golog o allow you Lo i him Caln,
I look upon the borse as your discovery., He
bas cost me literally oothing."

“Thank you, sor, and you'll winthe prig,
sald Cain.

*Noj; 1 dou't care for the prize, 1 will puy
the entrance fee, aad if you win the race the
prize shall ba your own,"

When I recalled the many evidences 1 had
bud of T'wo- ' speed o pursuit of lndians,
and in retrests when the Indians in turn were
pursaors, aud my life had dopended upon is
guu and bis endurance, 1 could ot but hops

@ would win,

On the day of the race I sat, by no means
a caln shd dismteresiod spoctator, on «
benoh near the gosl. After tho race of po-
ples, wustangs sod brouoos, csme the prin-
aipal race—that of Americsn bhorses. | will

*Note—To shiow that be was no respacltor
of 1 must sdmis that be wwice did
Ly sawe for we,

Heo must bo

in  com-
the old

apare the rendor details of the race further
Lthikn 1o say thnt to tho surprise of every-
Body but Joo Caln, It endad ns at Fort Cralg.
Two-1iits came in with dilated nmostrils and
blazine oyos, amid the thundering cheora of
tho soldiers, fully two lengths ahead, Cain
lad bim baek to the fort, oscortad the whole
distance by admiring blue-conts, At the
stables Cain sat on an inverted gealn moas.
ure and told over for the husdredth time the
way the horss regelved tha name of Two-
13118, una how he had discovered the old
horse, friendless and broken down, In the
Whipple vcorral, nnd having buolit him up to
his present boautif! proportions, had once
more ridden him vo victory,

I have related the foregoing Incldents In
an attempt to interest the reader In the per-
sonully of my horse, He m wne hero of the
story —the men are only acoesssories, The
Ineident to which all this is o preface must
have a clmpter by itself.

111
HEE RUNS COURIRNR,

In the fall of tho year 1865, the Indian
troubles bocamo so serious that only with
the groatest diMcaiwy could we malntain onr
corumunicition with the outside world.
Every  litilas whila an expross-rider
would full to make is np-
appoarnace when due, and an axpedition sont
in searcn of him often found his body in the
road, in some rogpoed defile or thivk chopar.
ruly steippod, scalped, aod disfigured, the
contents of his express pouch scattered for
yaras around, all letters broken open, and
the Husteated papers  torn into shreds,
while the newspapers were simply thrown
aside.  Tho perit beeame a0 great In time
that single viders could not be red for the
service, and ot last only eavalrymen in pars
ties of live wore sent on this dnngerous duty.
Even numbers wns not always n vrotection,
us | found opce when, sont to 100k for a miss
Ine exproess, 1 discovered all the meon dead
topethor,

Un the 20th of Ociober a dispatoh was re-
colved with aceompanying instructions that
it should be forwarded without delay to
Sunta e, Aceordingly, T advertised for an
express ridor, offering the highoest pay al-
lowed for the service. Tho route on the
northenst was not considered to be so dang-
erous a8 those Miong to the east, south, or
west,  Still there wuias no response to my
offer, und I began to consider the expedi-
cney of asking for a detail from the oavalry,
when u proposition eame from an unexpectod
quarter. Tha mun whom L before mentioned
s having been wounded during nn Indian
oxpodition and brooght to the fort on the
bueck of Two-Bits, came into my office, nad
offerod to carry the dispateh, provided 1
would et him ride Two-Bite,

This wian's nume wus Porter. He was n
Londonderry Irishmuan by birth and was now
sergonnt in the infantry company. Yoars
nfterwards wo learned that he was of gentle
descont, and a gradunte of Edinburg uni-
versity, He was s handsome, soliljerly fel-
low, of retined features, gontlemanly bear.
ing, good helght, aad undoubted cournge.
Ho entered my oltlee, ua I bofore stated, ana
suid ho would tuke tho mail to Fort Wingate
il I woulda lend him Two-13i1s.

“Hub U'wo-Bits is my private proporly, sor-
|.:L*.\nl,1mnl is not subject to such service,” 1
replisd,

“I know that, sir; but he has: many qual-
ities whoaen fit him for i,

“Not more thun half o doren
in the corral, sorgoant,”

“No horse hus just his qualities, sir, He'is
especinlly fitted for dongerous service such
us this, He s fleot, he willk pot whinny nor
do nuythiog to attract attention i wn Indian
country, He will not desert his rider if
turned loose, and he will not be stumpeded of
Is rider sleeps while he grazes.*

“You seem to have studied Lis chuaracter
weell."

“Yos, sir, 1 know Two-Bits vory well; but
not better thivn yourseif, or most of the men
of the garrison. He is a remarkable horse,
He s well drilled and he s very intelligent,
He always seems to understand what s ex-
pected of him, !

“Hut really, sergeant, 1 do oot hike o let
him go on such o teip, I fear I should nevor
g him aguin, oo trip would be o tremend-
ous strain upon the old horse.”

“He shall have the tendevest oare, sir. I
will treat him ns he deservos,'!

“I bave no doubt of that, sergeant. 1o
would ve trented well by ull of our men. In
fact, be 18 alwayvs made o pet of by every
ooce. 1 will think of it. Call again later."

After Sorpoant Porter went out, I wilked
over to the quarters of the commanding
officer and told him of the proposition. He
at onee fell in with the plan and advised ma
th let the horse go.  He said the horse could
not be ip botter hands, and that doubtless he
would o through safely, without fatigue,
wnd return o me inow fow weeks, He said
bhe would convene n bourd of ofMicers to ap-
praise the horse, so that if he should be lost
I could put in a claim for reimbursemont. I
agrecd, and next day the board sat and ap-
pradsed the volue of my five-dollur horse utv
nesrly $200 in gold.

On the morning of the 25th of October,
Soergeant Porter mounted Two-Bits, rode out
of Fort Whipple, amid the nearty good
wishes and handshakes of men and officers,
Ho carried o mail pouch weighing twenty
pounds, an overcoat anda thrée blankets, o
earbineg and two revolvers, and six days’
rations,

The adventures of horse and rider, after
wo saw them  disappesr behind the “red
rocks,'" five miles below the fort, were re-
Imted to me ian 1505, nt Fort Sumner, Noew
Maoxico, by Porter, who hadin the manntumnn
beon appointed a Lioutenant in the army, 1
had not seen him since he started on his
journeoy.

For three doys the ride was  without inei-
dent worth reluting. On the fourth he did
not leave nis stopping-place until 1 o'clock
in the afternoon, At 2 o'clock he found him-
self on the crest of a range of hills overlook-
ing o plain. which extended right and lert
nlmost to the horizon, and in tront at least
twenty miles, to the broken wnd hilly conn-
try beyond. It was level as the surface of a
lake. From the edee of the plain stretehed
the narrow thread of the military road,
straight across to the foov hills beyonu. The
roed down the declivity to the plain beyoud
betnge rough and stony, the sergoant dis-
mounted and followed bhis horse, allowing
bim to plek nis way and take his own gait.
When he arvived at the foot of the ranse, he
noticed that thero luy between him and the
plain and parallel to its edee, a long low
ridge. He halted in the ravine formoed by
thaw ridge apd foot hills to tighten girth and
ranajust his lnggage bafore taking the road
over the pluin. While engagoed in this opora-
tion, Portor poticed that, ot the point whers
he stood, the road divided into two; these
pussed over tho ridge u hundred vards apart,
doscended on the other side, oud met again
out on the pinin. The reason for this aivi-
sion was that the left hand rowd had becowme
budly gullied in one of the rare and violent
rjunfalls pecoliar to thut region, and the
wagonors bl made s new one to avoid its
roughness.

Finighing the adjustment of tha saddle
and ita attached parcels, the sergeant still
‘mnl’.mlmtl remounting, and followea his

worse slowly up the ridge, leaving the ehoice
of therouas Lo the animal, it velng a matier
of indiffercnce to o horsemnn whether the
roid was gullled or not. Two-Bits took the
lofu band rond, and moved leisurely up the
slopa, raising his head high as he approschod
the orest to look boeyond It Suddenly he
stopped and stood perfectly rigid, his eurs
set forward and his eyea Hxed upon somo
object, evideontly in alaem. Porter creot
carofuily forward and looked beyond the
ridge, *h-himl n mass of granite bowlders
wiiioh squirted the leit of the other road,
four Indiun ponies could be seen picketed,
Evidently their riders were nmong the rooks
wiitehing for the express-rider they had soen
descending from the range, They
nuturally supposed that he  would
hikas wlong the usually traveled
roud. Notuing bt Lthe neecident
that Two-Bits took the old road pra

vonted the sergeant from falling Into the
smbuscade and onding his hfe there, From
the nld road the ponles were plainly visible
in & nook among thae boldars| from Lhe nower
road they could vot have been secu.

The sergoant backed Two-Hits sufiiciently
to put him oat of signt of the Indians, When
all wus ready, Porter patted the old horse
affactionutely on the néek sud suld, “"Now,
old fellow, everything depnnds upon your
logs." Porter always muintained that ‘f'wo.
Hits understood the comiog struggle as fully
s ho did bimself.

When all was completed, Porter mounted
and rode slowly over the ridge and slowly
down the opposite slops. He was anxlous
that the Iludians sbouid npot discover him
until he should be well beyond the gullies in
the ropd. These he passed safely, aond
he rose to the level ground hB,\'ouJ. be no-
ticed that one of the mustangs in the bow!-
dera was holding bis head bigh, watohing
his movements. It ocourred W the
sergosut that w kil @ fun,y would
be equal to  kilung an ndisn. He
took & cartridge in his palm, s0 that
he could relusd without & seconds delsy. wod,
aiming ourefully, tired, killing the pony in-
stantly. He reloaded, aad ws wo ladian
Sprang from cover Lo seo where the shob

other horses

eamo from, ko caught the second ballet and
foll across the dend pony.  Not another In-
dian showed himself until Porter was woll
out upon the plaing then he heard the sheill
staocuto of the Navajo war-whoop, ana
glancing backward over his shoulaor saw
three Indians purading at the top of thar
pontes’ apead.  Two-Bits throw himeelf into
the task of running away from the mustangs
with all the elasticity anod grace that bad dis-
tinguished him on the rice course, uwod had
Always 16d o victory, te settled down to n
long and steady pace which promised soon
to leave his pursuora fur bohind, The sol-
dier was beginning to  congratnlate himself
ot his wisdom in inslsting on having T'wo-
Fits for his sorvice. With every spring the
old horse seamed to be fast widening the
dwtance betwoeen the Indmans aud their  in-
tended viotim, sun this continied for about
halfl & doren miles, when Porter reluctantly
observod that no further change (h his favor
was evidont.  In faoct, It soon became ovie
dent that the Navajos were slowly but
surely closing up on him,

This was not at all strange. Two-Bils
wns in Americanfhorse, accustomed in gar-
rison and cnmp to his twalve pounds of grain
dudly; a kind of horse that will invariably
run down in Hesh on a eraxing diet. The
mustangs lived entirely on grass and grow
fatl and kept in good condition even when
subjected to the Pughest usige.  Two-Bits
wis heavily londad and had tustod no grain
for four (ddys: the mustancs were llghtly
mounted and filled with theie accustomed
forage. Two-Bits was old and the mustangs
wore voung. Tho odds were decidedly
agninst the vetoran war-horse; but ho koot
on with his long, powerful galop, while the
Indan ponies came on with a shoet, quick,
tireless clatior wheh never
changed ita cadence and threat-
ened  to overtalke the sergeant  boefora
he could gatn the shelter of the Lills, still
many wiles awy.

The theht and pursuit over the plain had
to bo confiued closely to the road. Outside
of the track the vogetation would soriously
wound and disable an animal sttempting o
go through its spiked obsiructions,

At luat wn arrow flow between Porter's
shonlder und enr. Turning in s saddle, he
fired, broaking the leading Favajos arm wnd
cansing him to full into the rowd; while his
riderless pony stopped by the wayside and
bean at onee 1o graze, As tho sorgeant
dropped his earbine by s right side 1o place
o new curtridge in the breech, an areew
struck his lefr hand, his Angers relaxed, and
the precious weapon dropped into the road.
tie could not stop to recover it—it would be
ussless with a badly wounded hand--so hoe
plunged wearily on, looklng at the broken
fingors and flowing vlood, with tis ticst seri-
ous misgivings. His chanco of gotting out
of this serape alive seemoed desperate indeod,
With bia siall as o marksman, he had all
along thought that he could soon pick off all
his evemies; but with no carbine and 4 use-
less pight huaud the chances wers much
againse him,

Resolviog, like a brave man, to die game,
Porter hastily bound his bandkerchiof about
his wonnded hand, and drew a revolver in
his loft, Tarmpges he fired shot after shot,
but without effect oxcopt to keep
the Lwo Indinns  badging over the
dides of thewr horses, until, conceiving
a contempt for his innocurate nim, they sut
unright nna sont arrow after arrow toward
him., The distance was still too great for
these primitive mssiles to be fully effective,
put two pierced his shoulders, and the shafts
of three could be seen switching up and
down in the quaeters of Two-1its a8 he gul-
loped wooarlly on. A lucky shot couscid one
of the [ndians to rein up suddenly, dismount,
wnld sit down by the roadside, The lnst
Novajo kept on, however, with all the cager-
nens with which he bogan the chasoe, appir-
ently unabated, and soon he wounded Porter
ngain, and this time along the ribs, In very
desperation, the sergeant then suddenly
turnod bis horse to the rlght-about, bore
down auickly upon tho Indiun pouy, and pe-
fors his ridor had time w vecover trom hWis
surprise at the unexpectod attack he seat s
nst remaming shot crashing wato the brain
of the mustang, The httle horse swerved
out of the truck and fell headlong inwo
cactug, and before the Indion eould extricata
hunsell Two-Bits and s rider had wheeled
and were out of arrow rangoe,

The parsuit was ot an end, and v wonld no

doubt be pleasant to the reader of this story
of aborse if @ oould suy toat the sergoeant
and Two-Bits swera now sale, But they
were very farv from it. When well  boyond
pny chance of pursuit from the last wnd
vonyless Navejo, Porter slid painfully from
Vid mpddle to examine into his‘own and his
horsié's iojuries,  XNo arrows were left i his
own body, but e was baaly lacerated and
bled profusely, until he was scarcely able o
stund, The hovse had recelved seven wounds,
nnd three arrows were still sticking {n his
flesh, Thess waere not deeply (o, and wern
easily removed; but a long cut along the
ribs, from hind to fore quarters, had torn
tho skin badly and stilt bled profusely, Por-
ter bound up his own wounds with fair sup-
cess, but he could do nothing for the horse,
Neither eould be relieve Two-i3its by wallk-
ing. ‘I'he horsosrefused a ration of hard
bread offored him, and there remained noth-
ing to he done bot for Lthe serpoant to drag
himselfl painfully into the spadle and resume
his journey, Hemouuting was not acenim-
plished without great difficuity, and oaly by
tne aid of a dste tree which forked,
conveniently, two feat from the ground.
Spead was now out of  the question,
und the horse slmply limped slong at a fee-
ble walk. 'The excitement of the chise was
over, and the nerves of both man and heast
had lost their tension,

When the pursuit ended Porver foand him.
salf near the border of the plaio from which
the road led up into & ruggoed and hilly coun-
try, and it was slready growing toward twi-
light. 'Che miles stretched wearily out,
and there seomed no better prospeot
than to dismount and try to fliod
rost, even though rest for tho
@ horso in & desert country without wator
might unfit him for further effort, aud with-
out o horse thore is no hope for the man to
pass over the long remaining distanca to
Wingate. It was this very hopolossness
which ecaused the soldier to press on in the
Inereasinge durkuess, putting ol o halt which
e felt must be fivsl. Still ereopine slowly
nlong, he at last surmounted o height over-
iooking s narrow valloy, and on the other
gide saw o bright ire burning, which oeca-
slonnlly disappeared and reappeared, as if
persons were passing bofors it, The hopos
of the soldier wore at once revived at the
Er-mm.-cl. of reschmg feicnds and wasistunes,

ut the hapes wore as quickly depressed by
the fearthat the dre might be that of un en-
emy,—probably & party of the Navajos, for
this ‘was thele counatry. Hut even o fow
might prove te be 8 friend to one in his
plignt, so he pressed on,

Vwo-13its was so weak that ho hardly more
than moved, and hours elupsed before tho
vaulley wan crossed and he brought bils rioer
nonr the fire. e was ascending the hillside
on the hillside on which the lire was burning
when the rattle of hulter-chains ovar feed-
boxos—n sound familiar to soldier's ears—
came plainly through the ovening ale, sod
Porter knew that he was near a government
train, With the weigome sound he grow
faint and fell from the saddle to the ground
pensolass. Two-Bits kept o into camp, aps
proached the cawmp-tfirs, looked into the
fopos of the guard which sat about 1ts cheer.
ful ulaza, wurnod, as if 1o retrace his steps,
stagrered, fell, and died.

The unexpected appearance of a horse,
saddled and bridled, & mal-beg strapped oo
his buok, his swudidle govere | with blood, his
body wounded in balf a dogon places, bis
sudden fall and death, started the whols
camp into netivity, The military cscort was
KON |l|ldl!r "ris, Ilﬂl‘,‘h!ﬂ llll-‘! |IIh1"‘| wWere
quickly saddled and lunteens were soon hur-
rying down the road, The searchors hind oot
tur to go bafore they came upon the ser-
gount, lying appareoatly lifeless. He was
taken into camp, tenderly cared for, and
next duy token 0 Fort Wingate, the pluce
for which the trisin was bound.

Wus I'wo-Bite left to be food for the coy-
otes?! No. Sergeant Porter told nis story,
and the commund being of the gompuny sti-
Lioned at Fort Cralg at the tme of the first
race mentioned b these columps, 1t wias not
dificult to find & few sympathotic old sol-
diers who yielded 0 the saraest roguest of
the wounded exoross rider and bucied his
equing friend aod comreade deoply, and
henped a mouud of stones over lis grave,
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Kennedy's Bast India Bitters are guar-
anteed absolutely pure and recommend-
ad by many sminent physicluns.

el L sl
Ohops His Wood ax Ninoty-One

Willinm Slaven, of Ravenswood, W.
Va., is ninety-one yvenrs of age. He cuts
his own wuml.,doeu_ his own worlkk and
reads his papars without glasses,

-

If you have wpainful sense of fatigue,
find your duties irksoms, take De, J. H.
Mo Lean's Sarsaparilla, 1t will brace
you up, make you sirong wad vigorous.
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An Imported Souvenir Free

Until the Ist day of December, we wiil give with each dozen of our elegantiy finished eabinet photo-

graphs, a magnificent hand painted Imported souvenir, on
beautifully mounted.

which the Sitter's
This souvenir eclipses the one of last year completely, and we oan safely say

Photograph ia

that its equal is not 1o be found in the eity, as wa have imported them

- FOR OUR EXCLUSIVE USE.

We make this special offer in order to induce our patrons to eall early for thelr sittings to avold tha
usual rush attending the holiday tracde, thus enubling us to do full justice to our work as usual,

LALL d0d SBE THE DISPLAY OF SOUVENTRS

1IN OUR SHOW CASH.

L ELOTLTOCCHIRAIIEIER,
313, 315 a_r_l_d 317 South I5th _Street.

Remember, that the above offer holds good only until Dec. Ist.

It will

We have a complete line of the very

latest instruments,
trade,

Our facllities for fine work are unsurpassed,

pay you to call early and get your Photos,

aceessories and novelties for thes holiday
We have never spared means Lo make out

reputation for fine avtistic work what itis, nor do we intend to now,

See Our Famous Family Groups.
- See Our Exquisite Children’s Pictures.
See Our Renowned Photographs

Our Framin

Department at 1414 Dodge St., is the cheapest place in the

city for all kinds of Frames, Frames retailed at wholesale prices.

Thea celebrated Tustrated Humorous
Weekly, TEXA8 SIFTINGS, ‘“The
Witty Wonder of the Age.” is too wel
known to require deseription,

{ioorg,
= O

Bubseription price, £4.00 a year.

Free to New Subseribers.
A LIBRARY O BOOKS.

TEXAS SIFTINGS moakes the fole
lowing offer to new subscribers.

Any person who will subseribe for
TEXAS BIFTINGS for ONE YEAR, nnd
send the subscription price of FOUR
2 ]A)?;.Ti?lliﬂq‘ll;fll{r YEAR, 1 “}:,Itl-j drm.'(-iva

L THE LEE LIBRARIES describ-
'. ’ ’ ed below, (66 books in all)

Any person who will snbseribe for TEXAS SIFTINGS for 81X MONTHS, and send
the subscription price of TWO DOLLARS for six months, will receive free by mail any
TWO of the Libraries that they may select.

Any person subseribing for TEXAS SIFTINGS for THREF, MONTHS, and send-
ing the subseription price of ONE DOLLAR for the threo moutlis, will reccive free by
mail any ONE of the three Libraries that they may select—either No, 1, 2 or 8,

Send money by Post Office order, Registered Letter, Express, or otherwise, and,

adiresi.  Texas Siftings Publishing Company, New York.

LIBRARY No. 1.

The Mammoth Enecyclopedia in 4 Volumes
A Great and Wonderful Work, containing 2,176 Pages
AND 620 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS!
LIBRARY No. 2,
BOOKS FOR.THE MILLION!

40 books, each one of which containg a complete flrst-olass novel, or other work by
a well-known and popular sutlior, are published in neat panphlet form, printed from
good readable type on good paper, aud many of them handsomely illustrated. They
comprise some of the finest works ever written by some of the groatest and most popular
writors, both of America aud Europe, and place the best literature of the day within the
yench of the mnsses of the people. Fach volume is complete in itself: Jules Verne,
Wilkie Collins, Miss Braddon, * The Duchess," B. L. Farjeon and other celebratod
writers are among the puthors represented in the above Library.

: LIBRARY No. 3.
A Set of the Works of Charles Dickens, in Twelve
Large Volumes, Bound in Thick Paper Covers. -

This great offer to subsoribers eclipses any ever herelofors made. The set of
Dickens' works which we offor 8 8 premium to our subseribers is haudsomely lmrin!ad
from entirely now plates, with new type. The twelve volumos contain the following
world famous works, cach oue of which is published complete, unchangd and absolutely
unabridged :

DAVID COPPERFIELD,
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT,
NICHOLAS NICKELBY,
DOMBEY AND SBON,
BLEAK HOUSE,
LITTLE DORRIT,
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DBANNABY RUDGE AND CIHHRISTMAS
HTORIES,
OLIVER TWIST AND GHEAT
EXPECOTATIONS,
THE OLD OQUUTOSITY SHOP AND
THE UNCOMMEROIAL TRAVELER
A TALE OF TWO CITIES, HALRD
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, TIMES AND THE MYSTERY OF
PICEWICK PAPERS, EDWIN DROOD.
Bear in mind that we offer, not a single voluie, but the enfire set of lwelos volumes,
We prepay all postage. REMEMBER.
Texas Siftings, One Year, and all THRER Libraries, = = $4.00
Texas Siftings, Six Months, and any TWO of the Libraries, 2.00
Texas Siftings, Three Mo, and either ONE of the Libraries, 1.00

Texae Siftingas Publishing Co., New York.

DR. G. E. SUSSDORFF,

Practics limited to the trestment of the

DISEASES OF WOMEN.

Bladder and Kidney troubles,
10 BARKER BLOUK,
16ih and Farnam Rirocts, - Omaha,

OMAHA BUSINESS DOLLEQE.

The Largest and Dest Bqulpped Behool in the
West, Thorough Practical Department ,

BEND FOR COLLEGE JOURNAL

MAX GEISLER |

pmparter and Dealer in all ginds of BIRDS,
FISH und RARE ANIMALS,

BIRD CAGES, AQUARIUMS, SHELLS ETO.
BIRD SEED A SPECIALTY,
4i7 8.15th "y, - - BheelyBlock.
N M (V] l,lmlm

ot SPENCER OTIS, "

Mechanioal Engineer and Deaftauan, will sot us con- 1

o s Roasty is, Orevises. Tras |
A

et PATENT OF FICH WOILK A SPECLALY.

ESTABLISHED I1BG8,

A 1. SIMP3ON.

Side Spring Attachiuent; no Horse Motfon

MANUFACTURER,

Class Carriages on hand.
pullt to order. Repalrs
Promptly Executed,

1409-1411 Dodge S, ‘Omaha, N!E
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N Zhie mnaterial musé be of the
8 frnest texture, andwhen
4 anthe fool the SHOE must

A combine heaulyand comfort.
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Health is Wealth!

Dit, B, Q. Weste's Newve axn Bnaiy Tiaear-
MENT, A gnaranteed spestile for Bysteria, Diesl-
ness,  Unovulsons, Fiis, Nerioud Nearalging
Headaohe, Nervons Trostration caused by the
e of aleonol tohkoon,  Wakefulness, Monial
Dopression, Sofienlng of the Drwn, resultiog in
frEnnity and lending 1o mwisery, docay nnid desth,
Premndnes Ou] Age, Burcenness, Loss or Power
in mither 58 &, Involuntary Losses ond Speront-
torhioen cansed by overexertion of the braln, selfs
nhuse or ovirindolgence, Eacli bDox contiins

e month’s trentment, 31000 hox, oF sls hoxes

{ forRn.o0, seid by mall prer ald on recelpt of price,

WHEHGUARANTEE SIX BOXHES.
To cure any case, With vach order rocelsed by
ns for six bhoxoes, peeampanled by 8o, we wifl
soend the purciser our weitton gunranbes (o res
fund the maney I the trestniend does not eifact
n turo, Guarniteod fssued only by Goodman
Drag Co,, Drage'sty. Sole Agents, 10 Faenam
Stroet, Omahn, Nebraska,

Dr. ], E. McGREW

The Well Known Spoecialist,

- < 4 nnsurpassed In
g the treatment of
wll formsof PFriv
ATE DIABASES
Gileet aud Bepner
W, i Cure gunr
nutecdl, Bprisa
R TOiRnORA, IMe
TENCY, hoss of
Masnows, wsud
amodtion, STl
'y or BAnmes
Nusn  absolutely
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ar "Woman®' such
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NENVOIURNESH,
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Carannn ani
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clred quickly and permanently. 'rontinent
currespondonoe, send BLau s turreply.

CONSMULTATION FERREE,
Oflige 5, 1. cor. 18th and Jackson Ste.
Omohn, Nobraska,

JAMES HICH ARLS, O, I, LEVEILIR

RICHARDS & €O,
Contractors and Builders

Boom 25,Omuhin National Bank Building
RESTORED.
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